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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
dealing  with  the  vital  statistics  and  general  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1898. 

The  number  of  births  registered  for  the  year  1898  Births, 
is  836,  which  includes  417  males  and  419  females,  and, 
calculated  on  a population  of  22,000  to  Midsummer,  1898, 
gives  a birth  rate  per  1000  per  annum  of  38,  as  against  an 
annual  birth  i-ate  of  38‘45  for  the  year  1897.  The  natural 
inci’ease  of  population  is  447  as  against  530  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  total  mean  birth  rate  for  the  past  10 
years  is  approximately  40  41. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  for  the  year  1898  Deaths, 
is  389,  which,  on  a similar  calculation,  gives  a death  rate 
per  1000  perjannum  of  17  (58,  as  against  a death  rate  in  the 
preceding  year  of  14’36,  and  of  17T8  for*  the  year  1896. 

The  proportionate  mortality  per  1000  per  annum  at  all 
ages  and  from  all  causes  in  the  three  wards  of  the  district, 
and  calculated  upon  the  approximately  estimated  popula- 
tion of  each  ward  is  lus  follows — 

Cannock  Ward  (excluding  the  Workhouse)  ...  16-21 
Hednesford  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  14-25 

' Chadsmoor  Ward...  ...  . . ...  ...  16-76 

^he  total  mean  death  i-ate  from  all  causes  for  the  past  10 
years  is  18-17,  the  mean  death  rate  from  the  seven  prin- 
cipal Zymotic  diseases  during  the  same  period  being  2. 

The  subjoined  table  indicates  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths,  -with  their  respective  rates,  for  the  10  year-s 
1889-1898,  viz. : 


Deaths  nridor 
Year. 


•i 


I'OTAI.  lilUl'IIS  I’OK  YICAKS  — 

ISW)  !«'.)()  lKi)l  1S!)2  ISiK!  I'.D-i  1895  189()  1897  1898 

788  8’S  877  909  fS8.S  SK)  801  780  810  83(j 

Birth  rate  at  1 7 .j.  1 •()7  .1-2'57  I'l'M-  12'i;8  10  41  35'45  38’45  38 

looe  of IKip.  “ 

TOTAI-  OOA'I'JIS  fOi:  VKAUS 

ISS'.I  1S90  ISO!  1892  1893  1894  1895  1890  1897  1898 

;,M  :!25  !77  4-1  i l-.l  331  347  378  310  389 

Death  rii  to  lit  ju'r  1 r>-9;!  23' 1 5 21  20‘14  15'70  1()'5  17' 18  14'30  17'08 

KKIO  of  i)()|).  “ 

Cansock'  Wai!I).-  In  tin’s  a\  itnl  necurred  oO  deaths 
(cxehuling'  the  \\ Oiklioiise,  in  wliicli  one  deatli  oeeui'retl), 
indicating  a ileatli  iatt\  liased  oti  l lie  ward  s Hj))>noxiinately 
estimated  pojnilation,  of  (Jd)  per  lOf/l,  as  ap:aitist  4'?  for 
the  jireceding  yeai-. 

Hkdxksfoim)  Waud. — In  this  wai-d  occurred  41  deatlis, 
indicating’  a death  rate  of  5’4  per  iOWon  its  ajipi  oximately 
estimated  jiopnlation,  as  afjcainst  .!  for  the  preceding  ) ear. 

CilADSMOOR  Wai!D. — In  this  ward  oeeurred  oC  deaths, 
indicating  a death  rate  of  7'7  ]»  r lOOO  on  its  ajiproxi- 
itiately  estimated  population,  as  against  5 for  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

O V 

The  infantile  moitality  in  ihe  three  wards,  reckoned 
upon  tlm  births  rf'gistm  ed  during  i lie  year,  is  at  the  rate 
of  17-7  per  cent.,  as  against  ll-d  jicr  cent,  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  ll)'41  ])er  cent,  foi’  the  year  LSOG. 

The  total  numher  of  deaths  under  1 year  in  the 
district  ainonnts  148,  giving  a death  rate  of  (v  / ])cr 
against  115  recorded  for  the  preceding  year,  with  a death 
rate  of  4’8. 

Of  the  above  deaths.  ‘24  occurred  from  diarrha'a,  28 
fi’oni  pi’cmature  birth,  1(5  Irmn  marasmus,  IG  from  con- 
vulsions, Id  from  mcash's.  10  from  atcdcctasis  oi’ imjierfect 
ai'ration  of  lungs,  and  dl  from  bronchitis  and  jmeunionia, 
besides  case's  recorded  of  gastritis  and  dysjiepsia  due  to 
had  feeding. 

Some  of  the.se  deaths  have  been  brought  about  by 
unavoidable  factors,  such  as  the  excessive  summer  heat  of 
last  yc'ar,  the  measles  I'pidi'inic.  and  the natui’al  j)revalence| 
of  bronchitis  and  ]>neunionia  in  this  disti’ict,  but  it  can  hip 
safely  a.s.scrtcd  that  a gmed  many  of  them  would  We 
avoided  were  it  nol  foi'  citln'r  parental  ignorance  or  eai'V" 
lessness  as  regards  rhe  feeding  and  clothing  of  infants. 

'I'lie  number  of  de.’ilhs  from  premature  birth,  maras- 
mus, and  ateh'ctasis  jioints  also  to  imjirovideut  and  early 
marriages  resulting  in  congenitally  teeble  offspring  with 
unnealthy  home  surroundings. 


Tt  is  vei-y  satisfactory  to  know  that  your  '^I’echiiical 
InstiuctioTi  Committee  instituted  free  health  lectures  in 
tlie  district  last  year.  These  lectures  were  ,<riven  by  .Miss 
Whalley  (Health  annd  Nur.sin^  Leeturei'  to  the  Stafford- 
shire County  Council),  and  they  embraced  instruction  on — 

(1)  flow  to  make  the  home  healthy  : 

(2)  How  to  feed  and  clothe  the  family  ; 

(3)  Instructions  to  mothei  s as  to  feedinjr  and  clothin<>: 

of  infants,  with  cautions  as  iceai-ds  soothin<r 
syrups  and  liints  for  nnrsin<r  iid’cetions  and 
other  diseases,  etc.,  etc. 

Kesrular  systematic  instruction  such  as  this  must  tend 
CA’cntually  to  lessen  the  infantile  death  i-ate,  and  a thorough 
.school  instruction  in  the  rudiments  of  Hygieiu'  would  also 
prove  helpful  in  the  same  dii’ection. 


1 will  now  give  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  various 
diseases,  viz : — 

Xone. 

Foul-  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Avard,  1(5  in  the 
Hednesford  Avard,  and  11  in  the  ('hadsmoor  ward — total, 
31 — of  Avhich  30  occurred  undei-  h years,  and  indicating  a 
death  rate  per  1000  of  1’4. 

Xo  death  occurred  from  this  disease  in  the  })receding 
vear,  though  the  death  rate  for  the  vear  1896  Avas  1-13. 

This  disease  is  non-notitiable  in  this  disti-ict,  and  an 
outbreak  of  it  occuired  last  February  in  the  Cieen  Heath 
district,  and  last  June  in  the  IlightoAvn,  Chadsmoor,  and 
Green  Heath  districts,  but  not  to  the  extent  as  to  jinstify 
.school  closure,  though  the  disease  Avas  of  a moi-e  serious 
character  than  Avhen  it  prcA-ailed  in  189(5.  as  the  majority 
of  the  cases  dnfted  into  pneumonia. 

. One  death  occun-ed  in  the  Cannock  ward,  and  3 in 
the  Clnidsmoor  Avard — total,  4 — all  under  b years,  and 
indicating  a death  rate  of  ‘18  per  1000,  against  12  in  the 
])rectding  year  Avith  a ratio  of  •.'■)4. 

X one. 

One  death  under  b occurred  in  the  Cannock  Avard, 
against  2 received  for  the  Avhole  district  in  the  preceding 
year. 

One  death  occurred  in  the  Woikhouse  and  one  in 
Cannock,  both  over  b years,  against  o]ie  ease  recorded  for 
the  preceding  year. 


SmBlliKjx. 

Measles. 


Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Tyiihoid  Fever. 
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Puenieral 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Wboopirif' 

CouRh. 

Diiirrluea. 


Rbouniatic 

Fever. 


Phthisis. 


One  (leiitli  occupied  in  the  Chadsnioor  ward,  against 
2 recorded  for  the  wliolo  di.strict  in  the  preceding  year. 


None. 

Thi-ee  deatli.s  occurred  in  the  Cannock  waixl,  and  one 
in  the  Hcdne.sl’ord  ward — total,  4 — all  under  o yeai’S, 
giving  a death  i-ate  pei-  1000  of  -18,  as  against  ‘36  for  the 
preceding  year. 

'rwenty-uine  deatlis,  all  under  5,  have  occurred  from 
tliis  disease,  .seven  being  in  the  Cannock  ward,  six  in  the 
Hednosford  waid,  and  sixteen  in  the  Chadsmoor  ward. 

Tlie  death  i-ate  per  1000  from  this  disease  is  1’3,  as 
again.st  1‘18  for  the  preceding  year.  It  will  be  noted  that 
out  of  tliis  number  24  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  1 
year  old,  and  the  factors  of  summer  heat  and  dietary 
errors  in  the  causation  of  this  disease  ha\e  been  refemed 
to  in  my  remarks  on  infantile  mortality. 

One  death,  over  5 yeai-s,  occurred  in  the  Chadsmoor 
ward,  against  a similar  number  recorded  for  the  whole 
district  in  the  preceding  year. 

Eight  deaths  occun-ed  in  the  Cannock  wai-d,  four  in 
the  Hednesford  ward,  five  in  the  Chadsmoor  ward,  and 
one  in  the  "Workhouse— total,  18  — with  a ratio  of  ’81  per 
1000,  and  of  which  15  o<;curred  over  5 years,  against  11 
for  the  ]n’ccodlug  year  with  a I'atio  of  '5.  Of  these  deaths 
recorded,  tAvo  were  miners  and  one  an  edge  tool  gi'inder. 


Though  the  above  number  of  deaths  is  what  has  been 
actually  certified,  still  it  may  be  shreAvdly  susijected  that 
some  of  the  respiratory  and  abdominal  diseases  of  infancy 
have  been  affected  by  tuberculosis  without  showing 
symptoms  of  the  disease  dm ing  life,  and  hence  the  vital 
importance  of  sterilising  milk  by  boiling  for  artificially 
fed  infants  where  the  source  of  supply  is  not  known  or 
may  ])ossibly  be  tubercular,  as  it  appeai-s  to  be  well 
founded  that  the  ))revalence  of  this  disease  in  infancy  and 
chddhood  is  due  to  infection  through  the  alimentary  canal 
by  milk  from  tuberculous  cows. 


According  to  Sir  llichard  '1  borne  Thorne  the  mean 
death  rate  from  tabes  moscnt erica  or  abdominal  phthisis 
in  England  and  "Walt  .-,  among  infants  under  1 year  of 
age  pci-  million  living  is  4.04(5  for  the  years  1891-1895 
I hein-evention  of  phthisis  or  tubcrciilosi.^  is  more  clearly 
recognised  every  year  as  a matter  of  the  highest  im- 
jiortance. 
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Just  recently  a report  on  tulierculosis  has  boon  issued 
by  the  Council  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  and  in 
this  report  are  ^iven  the  subjoined  H"ures  witli  }'egard  to 
the  annual  mortality  from  tuberculosis  per  million  living 
during  the  decennium  1881-1890,  viz.  ; 


England  and  Wales 

Ireland 

Scotland 

United  Kingdom 


4499  ...  84-t 

3336  ...  list 

4368  ...  15a) 

4:151  ...  962 


-15  rears. 

all  at^ps. 

827 

2420 

1491 

2665 

1.506 

274.1 

995 

2488 

0-5  years.  5-10  years. 


In  this  report  are  also  recommendations  \vhic!i  may  thus 
be  summarised,  viz. : 


(1)  Dwellings. — Every  house  newly  eiected  should 
be  on  a dry  site  and  diy  foundation,  with  suflicient  space 
around  to  allow  of  free  access  of  air  and  sunl  ight. 

(2)  Meat. — Properly  qualified  men  should  be  ap- 
pointed as  meat  inspectors — 

(rt)  By  every  county  boi’ough  and  borough  ; 

(d)  By  all  Urban  District  Councils  ; 

(r)  By  County  Councils  for  rural  disti-icts,  and 
by  arrangement  for  small  ui-b.ni  districts. 

(3)  Parliamentary  powers  should  be  obtained  as 
follows — 

A.— Slaughter-Houses. 

(1)  Facilities  for  providing  public  slaughter- 

houses ; 

(2)  To  prohibit  slaughter  for  gain  except  in  a 

public  slaughter-hou.se  after  ])rovision  of 
such  public  slaughter-houses  ; 

(3)  Elsewhei’e  all  licenses  to  be  renewable  an- 

nually, and  revocable  easily ; 

(4)  Compulsoi-y  examination  of  every  cai-go  of 

imported  meat.  The  chargi*  to  be  bonie 
by  importer ; 


B. — Milk. 

(1)  Minimum  airspace  in  cow  sheds  to  be  fixed  at 

800  cubic  feet  per  cow  ; 

(2)  Systematic  inspection  by  Local  Authorities 

* of  all  dairies  and  cowsheds  from  which 
milk  is  sent  in  to  their  districts,  and  the 
exclusion  of  milk  if  the  application  of  the 
tubereuline  test  to  any  cow  suspected  of 
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hi'ini;  tubcrcnloixs  be  refused.  bncli  iu- 
sneetioii  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Omcerof  Health  vNutli  the  assistance  of  a 
veteriuiii'V  officer  ; 

id)  Power  to  take  samples  of  milk  from  any 
p'irticulur  cow  or  cows  ; 

(4.)  Power  to  pi-ohibit  the  entrance  of  milk  into 
anv  disti'ict  if  tliere  are  reasonable 
o-rouiids  for  suspecting  it  to  be  tuber- 
culous ; 

(“))  All  tumours  or  affections  of  the  udders  to  be 
notifiable  ; 

(b)  Imported  milk  and  dairy  products  to  be 
examined  at  the  port  of  entry.  The  ex- 
ytense  b)  be  borne  the  importer. 

(d)  Patuoi.ooic.m.  Di.vonosis  and  Disinkkction. 

(a)  All  Ijocal  Authorities  should  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  bacterial  diagnosis  of  tuber- 
culosis at  the  expense  of  such  authorities  ; 

(d)  'riie  bocal  Authority  should  undertake,  free 
of  clmi-ge,  the  disinfection  of  houses  in 
which  a tuberculous  patient  has  resided, 
together  with  the  bedding,  clothing,  and 
other  articles  capable  of  retaining  the 
infection. 

(.'))  Tuk.at.mknt. 

Poor  Law  (luanlians  and  bocal  Sanitary  Auth- 
t)rities  should  be  encouraged  to  piovido 
suitable  accommodation  for  the  open-air 
treatment  and  special  regime  of  con- 
sumptive patients. 

(b)  (Jk.mckai.  MKAsn;r.s. 

(^/)  'I'be  distribution  of  leaflets  by  .Medical 
Olliccrs  of  llealtli  describing  the  nccessaiy 
pria’auti  uis^to  be  taken  for  preventing  and 
spreading  the  di  u'ase  ; 

(/f)  bocal  Sanitary  Authoritic's  to  take  steps  to 
diminish  oveiaa'owding  in  tenement  houses 
an  t cct  lu'cs.  the  minimnm  cubic  space  at 
presi'ut  allowed  being  inconsistent  with 
lu'alth;.  conditions  of  lile  ; 

(t")  The  eTU'ouragcnicnt  of  local  organisations  for 
supplyimj;  sterilised  milk  in  sterilised 
feeding  boUles. 
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(7)  The  carry  ini’;  nut  <>F  the  ineasures  recommended 
to  be  i^enerally  under  tlie  direction  of  iledical  Officers  of 
Health,  though  a su])ervision  is  desiral)le  of  the  IMedical 
Officers  of  Health  by  the  Oounty  Medical  Officers  for  the 
elicctive  apj)licatioii  of  means  for  tlie  prevention  of  tuber- 
culosis, especially  those  etinnected  with  the  control  of  tho 
milk  supply. 

Five  deaths  occurreil  in  the  Cannock  ward,  live  in 
the  Hednesford  ward,  three  in  the  Chadsmoor  ward,  and 
four  in  the  Workhouse — total,  17 — indicating’  a ratio  of 
'll  per  1000,  against  9 recordetl  for  tho  prcceiling  year 
with  a ratio  of  '4  per  1000. 

An  iutere.sting  pajjer  on  "The  iuliuence  of  locality  on 
the  prevalence  of  malignant  disease  was  read  last  year 
befoi’e  the  llirmingham  and  iMidland  Counties  Hranch  of 
the  British  Medical  As.^ociatiini  by  Dr.  Xason,  of  Xnneaton, 
whei’cin  from  observations  of  the  comparative  occurrence 
of  the  disease  in  the  registration  ilisti’icts  of  Xuneatf)n, 
Athcr.stone,  iMarket  Bosworth,  and  1 bstock  during  tho  10 
years  1886-1896  he  gives  the  following  relative  percentages 
of  mortality  for  the  same  period,  viz. : 


^ Five  parishe.'^  lying  on  low  ground  near  the 
/ river  ...  ’O  i>er  cent. 

(1)  Nuneaton.  > parishes  lying  on  higher  ground,  and 

' further  from  the  river  ...  "3  per  cent. 

(2)  Atherstone  District,  surrounding  the  sluggish  river  Anker 

’72  per  cent. 

(3)  liartshill,  part  of  Atherstone  di.sfrict,  hut  higher,  and  also 

further  from  river  ...  ’3.3  per  cent. 

^ ^ I bstock,  near  a small  stream  ’(',1  per  cent. 

(4)  :Market  Bosworth  ^ ytarket  Bosworlli.  higher,  with  better  fall. 

Division.  ^ stream  near  "28  per  cent 

These  statistics,  if  1 may  use  his  own  words,  “seemed  to 
point  to  one  thing  vc  ry  clearly,  viz.,  that  the  cases  of 
malignant  disease  teml  to  grou])  themselves  chiefly  about 
the  low-lying  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  sluggish 
streams,  or  where  there  is  little  fall,  and  where  tlie  subsoil 
must,  in  consequence,  be  but  indiiferently  drained,  and 
that  the  clo.ser  to  the  stream  the  more  frequent  the 
occurrence  of  malignant  disease. 


Assuming  that  “one  of  the  factoy-s  in  the  causation 
of  malignant  disease  is  a micro-parasite  having  it.s  habitat 
in  stagnant  water  or  ill-drained  soil,”  he  concludes  that 
as  in  the  case  of  mularial  organisms,  “e.xhalations  from 
water  or  sodden  soil  thus  impregnated  might  be  the  means 
of  conveying  the  infection. 


Cancer. 
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A committee  has  been  foi-med  to  iiiquire  into  the  facts 
for  some  of  the  Midland  Counties.  I have  supplied  Dr. 
Thomas  Wilson,  Birmingham  (formerly  of  Cannock),  Avho 
is  a member  of  this  (■f)mmittee,  with  the  following  table 
showing  tlie  ])ercentages  of  death  from  malignant  disease 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Cannock  for  the  10  years  1888- 
1897,  and  the  appro.vimate  relative  })erceiitage  In  each 
ward  during  the  same  period,  viz. : 


District. 


Number  of  deaths 


Cannock  Urban  (inclndin 
Cannock  Ward  ) 
Hedncsford  AVard  > 
Chadsmoor  AVard  ) '' 


AA'orklionse)  68 
18 
16 
2:j 


Percentage  in  10  years 
I)a8e(l  upon  1S91  census. 

•32  jter  cent. 
•25 

•22  „ 

•32 


This  information  was  obtained  by  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Roach,  the  Superintendent  Registrar,  who  kindly  gave  me 
permission  to  examine  the  Register  of  Deaths. 

Now  the  average  mortality  appears  to  be  about  ‘58  in 
10  years,  but  the  above-named  figures  for  the  Cannock 
Urban  District  show  a considerablv  less  percentage  than 
this. 

Dr.  Wilson  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  rates  for 
Lichfield,  Rugeley,  Tettenhall,  Darlaston,  Bloxwich, 
Walsall,  AA^ednesbury,  Stafford,  and  Colwich,  but  the 
committee’s  work  of  investigation  i.s  not  yet  finished,  and, 
therefore,  the  necessaiy  conclusion  not  as  yet  di-awn.  1 
may  state,  however,  that  the  rate  for  this  district  is  less 
than  in  any  of  the  above-named  disli-icts,  and  in  some 
instances  notably  so. 

There  is  no  mai-ked  difference  in  the  relative  small 
percentages  of  the  three  wards  of  the  Cannock  Urban 
District,  and  it  may  be  stated,  as  regards  this  district, 
that  all  the  streams  have  a more  or  less  greater  fall  with 
the  houses  for  the  most  ])arf  away  from  their  banks,  and 
that  the  subsoil  generally  is  dry  and  gi-avelly  {vide 
Annual  Report  on  Cannock  Urban  llistrictfor  year  1896). 
It  will  be  noted,  however,  that  the  most  elevated  ward  has 
the  smallest  pei’centage. 

AATth  regard  to  the  dis])uted  qncsf  ion  of  “heredity”  as 
a factor  in  the  causation  of  this  disease  I will  quote  a 
striking  example  from  Dr.  Nason's  ])aper,  viz.: 

“In  one  family  of  two  generations,  numbenng  16 
individuals  reaching  adult  \‘(*ai‘s,  10  have  died.  Of  these 
10,  3 have  died  of  carcinoma  of  uterus.  2 of  carcinoma  of 
the  stoinach,  and  1 of  carcinoma  of  the  liver;  while  of  the 
6 yet  living,  1 has  a large  tumour  of  the  neck,  and  1 a 
tumour  of  the  arm,  which  has  recun'od  after  removal.” 
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Twenty-one  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  wai-d,  80  pne^on^'.and 
in  the  Hednesford  wai'd,  80  in  tlie  Chadsmoor  ward,  and  Plenrisy. 

8 in  the  Workhouse — total,  89 — with  a ratio  of  4 04  per 
1000,  and  of  Avhich  48  were  under  o yeai-s ; against  00  for 
the  whole  district  in  the  preceding  year,  with  a death  rate 
of  8. 


The  propox’tionate  death  rate  per  1000  fi'oni  these 
diseases  in  each  ward,  calculated  upon  their  ap])roxiniately 
estimated  populations,  is  I'espectively  as  follows  : 

Cannock  Wai-d  ...  ...  ...  2'9 

Hednesfoi-d  Ward  ...  ...  ...  3’9 

Chadsmoor  Waixi  ...  ...  ...  4'1 


The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  these 
diseases  for  the  past  10  yeai-s  : 


1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

Under  5 

47 

37 

83 

39 

33 

55 

45 

62 

22 

43 

Over  5 

33 

37 

63 

48 

46 

38 

39 

27 

44 

46 

80 

74 

146 

87 

79 

93 

84 

89 

66 

89 

Four  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  wai-d,  four  in  Heart  DiseaBc. 
the  Hednesford  ward,  two  in  the  Chadsmoor  wai'd,  and 
four  in  the  Workhouse — total,  14 — with  a ratio  of  '68  per 
1000,  and  all  over  5 years  ; against  17  i-ecorded  for  the 
preceding  year,  with  a death  i-ate  of  'll . 

One  death  occui-red  in  the  Cannock  wax'd,  fnur  in  the  injuries. 
Hednesfoi'd  ward,  and  two  in  the  Chadsmoor  waxxl  — total, 

7 — w'ith  a x-atio  of  ‘31  per  1000,  of  which  4 occuxTed  over 
5 yeai-s  ; against  15  recox’ded  for  the  pi-eceding  year,  with 
a ratio  of  '68. 

Of  the  above-named  seven  injuries,  four  wex-e  fi-om 
colliery  accidents. 

Besides  the  inquests  held  on  these  injuries,  inquests 
wex’e  held  on  the  following; 

(1)  Jan.  27th,  James  Jones,  aged  66  years,  The 

AVorkhouse  — died  from  syncope  ; 

(2)  Feb.  2nd,  infant  child  of  James  Ingi*am, 

Bi'idgtown — died  fxtxm  haemorrhage  into 

the  bowels  ; 

(3)  April  10th,  AV'm.  A.  Boothby,  aged  23  yeax-s, 

Broomhill— died  from  .syncope; 

(4)  Sept.  21st,  infant  child  of  Bcu  tha  Ann  Danks, 

Heath  Hayes— x’exiiai ns  found  in  a tin  Ixxx  ; 
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Deaths  from  all 
otlier  DiKoascs. 


Deaths  nndor  5 
Years. 


Zymotic 

Disease. 


(5)  Nov.  4tli,  Add  Hales,  a^ed  45  years,  Stafford 
Road — died  frf)ni  e.xliaustion  after  jaun- 
dice, con.scqneut  upon  chronic  alcoholism. 

(G)  Dec.  25th,  Gladys  M.  Tennant,  aged  1 month. 
Heath  Hayes — accidentally  overlain. 

Sixty-two  deaths  occurred  in  tlie  Cannock  ward,  40 
in  the  Hednesford  wai-d,  4G  in  the  Chadsmoor  ward,  and 
23  in  the  Workhouse — total,  171 — with  a ratio  of  7'7  per 
lUOO,  and  of  which  80  were  ovei-  5 years. 

Sixty-eight  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  ward, 
excluding  the  Woi-khouse,  in  Avhich  four  deaths  occurred, 
indicating  a death  rate  of  9'5  per  1000  on  its  a])proximately 
estimated  population,  as  against  G'28  for  the  preceding 
year. 

Sixiy  deaths  occuri-ed  in  the  Hednesfoid  ward,  in- 
dicating a death  rate  on  its  approximately  estimated 
population  of  7'9  per  1000  as  against  4 for  the  })receding 
year. 

Seventy-seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Chadsmoor 
waid,  indicating  a death  rate  on  its  approximately  es- 
timated population  of  10'5  per  1000,  as  against  7‘1  for  the 
preceding  year. 

.The  total  deaths  for  the  whole  district  amount  to  209, 
which  gives  a i-ate  of  9'5  per  1000,  as  against  130  deaths, 
with  a ratio  of  5‘9  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  deaths  from  .Zymotic  Disease,  as  ap]ilied  to  the 
seven  principal  diseases,  viz.,  smallpox,  measles,  .scarlet 
feveiy  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  enteric  fever,  and 
diari’hoea,  number  70,  whicli  gives  a death  i-ate  per  1000 
of  3'1;  as  against  47  deaths,  with  a ratio  of  21  for  the 
preceding  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  fi-om 
these  diseases  for  the  past  10  yeai's,  and  also  the  Zymotic 
death  rate : 


1885) 

181)0 

185)1 

181)2 

181)3 

1804 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meades 

10 

2 

21 

0 

35 

0 

1 

25 

0 

31 

Scarlatina 

11 

7 

5 

3 

8 

4 

3 

5 

12 

4 

Diphtheria 

M'iionping 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Couifh 

0 

2 

13 

4 

0 

3 

7 

13 

8 

4 

Tyjihoid 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

*> 

w 

l)iarrha\a 

0 

11) 

17 

10 

27 

8 

15 

1) 

26 

29 



- • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totjils 

Total  Death 

32 

oS 

11) 

71 

18 

21) 

53 

47 

70 

Rate 

ru 

1-50 

3-3 

•1) 

3-38 

■85 

1-38 

2-4 

2-1 

31 

Uiiccrtilied 

Deaths. 


Forty-one  deatlis  oceui  red  in  the  Workhouse,  4 under  De«fcbs  m the 
and  .u  over  5 years  or  ii^e.  Nineteen  deaths  occurred 
ainoii"  persons  belon”:in'<-  t<>  the  district,  and  22  among 
persons  from  other  districts 

Mr.  Roach,  the  Mastei-,  informs  me  that  the  average 
number  of  inmates  dui-ing  the  j)ast  year  was  247,  and  tliat 
no  death  occurred  amongst  vagrants  admitted  to  the 
wards.  The  death  rate  per-  cent,  last  year  would  apjrroxi- 
mately  be  16'6,  estimated  on  the  avei-age  number  of 
inmates,  as  against  17'7  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  recoi-ded  as  not  certified  is  12, 
of  which  7 wei’e  under  5 years,  against  14  recorded  for  the 
preceding  year.  They  occnri-ed  as  follows  : 

(1)  Cannock  Ward. — Five  deaths  occiuTcd  in  this 
ward,  one  being  from  premature  birth,  one  from  natural 
causes,  one  from  convxilsions,  one  from  diairhoea,  and  one 
fi'om  bronchitis. 

(2)  Hednesford  AVard. — One  death  fi-om  cardiac 
syncope,  and  one  from  a])oplcxy,  occurred  in  this  ward. 

(8)  Chadsmoor  Ward. — Five  deaths  occurred  in  this 
ward,  two  being  from  convulsions,  one  from  premature- 
birth,  one  from  cardiac  syncope,  and  one  from  natural 
causes. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  last  year  under  this  Notification  of 
Act  was  282,  against  547  for  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  Disensos  Act. 
cases  21G  were  scarlatina,  as  against  487  for  tlie  preceding 
year,  and  con.stitutc  a rate  of  about  76  ])er  cent,  upon  the 
sum  total  of  disease  notified.  . . . 


Subjoined  are  the  particulars  of  the  notifiable  diseases 
in  their  order. 

None. 

(1)  Cannock  Ward.- — Twenty -six  cases  occurred  in 
the  Cannock  jun-fion  of  this  ward  in  17  houses,  51  in  28 
houses  in  the  llridgtown  portion,  and  15  in  10  houses  in 
the  outlying  portions,  the  total  for  this  ward  being  92 
cases  in  50  houses,  . • 

(2)  Fightcen  cases  occuxred  in  17  houses  in  that 
portion  of  the  wai-d  Avhich  includes  Green  Heath,  Pye 
Green,  Mount  Street,  Railway  Road,  and  Bradbury  Lalie. 
Twenty-four  cases  occurred  in  16  houses  in  that  poi-tioU 
which  includes  Hednesford  Town,  Church  Hill,  and  Little- 
worth  ; the  total  for  this  ward  being  42  cases  in  83 
houses. 


Smallpox. 


Scarlatina. 
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(3)  Chadsmoor  Ward. — In  Hightown  and  Chad.smoor 
42  cases  occuri-ed  in  28  houses;  in  Wimblebmy,  19  cases 
in  13  houses  ; in  Heatli  Hayes,  20  ca.sc.s  in  11  houses  ; and 
in  the  outlying  portions  of  the  ward  one  case  occurred ; 
the  total  for  this  \va:-d  being  82  cases  in  53  houses. 

The  sum  total  of  scarlatinal  notifications  for  the  whole 
district  is  21G,  the.se  cases  occurring  in  136  houses. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a gieat  reduction  in 
scarlatina  cases  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
great  majority  of  the  notifications  occun-ed  in  the  January 
and  February  months,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  Mai'ch 
quarter  the  epidemic  had  practically  subsided,  and  only 
10  cases  of  tlie  disease  had  been  notified  during  the  last 
six  months  of  the  yeai‘. 

In  January  the  epidemic  affected  chiefly  Bndgtovvn, 
Cannock,  and  Chad.smoor,  and  my  only  alternative  measure 
in  les.sening  it  was  the  closure  of  the  Bridgtowii  Chuifh 
Schools  and  the  WaLsall  Road  Board  Schools  for  one 
month.  The  re-opening  of  the  Cannock  Xational  and 
Catholic  Schools  and  the  Chadsmoor  Xational  and  Board 
Schools  was  also  postponed  foi-  another  month  for  the  same 
cause. 

1 have  ah’eady  dealt  in  my  pi-evious  annual  i‘ej)Oi’ts 
with  the  question  of  the  ])rovision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
necessary  for  effectively  checking  the  sjiread  of  this  disease 
when  it  breaks  out  in  a crjwded  mining  district  like  the 
Cannock  Urban. 

The  case  mortality  has  been  at  the  low  rate  of  I '8 
per  cent. — the  i-ate  for  the  ]n'eceding  year  being  2'4  per 
cent. 

Diphthprin. 

Only  one  case  has  been  notified  throughout  the  yeai-, 
and  this  occurred  in  Heath  Hayes,  where  was  found 
evidence  of  defective  drainage.  This  distilct,  fortunately, 
is  remarkably  free  from  diphtheria,  only  11  cases  having 
been  notified  for  the  past  five  yeai’s.  The  dry,  gravelly 
subsoil  of  the  district  generally  will  probably  account  for 
this  immunity.  Still  it  is  a matter  of  satisfaction  that  for 
the  diagnosis  of  this  disease  the  County  Council  have 
arranged  with  the  Council  of  Mason  College,  Birmingham, 
for  the  bactei-iological  examination,  at  the  cost  of  the 
County,  of  secretions  or  membrane  taken  from  the  throats 
of  patients  suspected  of  di])htheria.  The  medical  ])rac- 
titioners  obtain  the  necessary  apparatus  for  the  collection 
and  des})atch  of  the  susjtected  material  from  the  ^Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  patient 
resides. 
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One  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified,  against  S 
for  the  preceding  year.  It  was  fatal,  and  occurred  in  the 
Walsall  Road,  Cannock. 

Six  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified,  against  2 Typhoid  Fever, 
for  the  preceding  year.  Two  cases  occurred  in  Cannock, 
one  being  in  the  Company  IJuildings,  Walsall  Road,  the 
other  in  Old  Penkridge  Road,  where  there  was  evidence 
of  defective  di*ainage.  Two  cases  occurred  in  Chadsmoor, 
one  being  at  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  the  other  in  Hawks 
Green,  where  evidence  was  found  of  insanitary  suri-ound- 
ings  and  an  impure  water  supply,  which  was  condemned. 

One  case  occurred  in  Bridgtown  and  one  fatal  case  in  the 
Workhouse. 

One  case  occurred  in  the  Hednesford  wai-d  and  two  in  puerpemi  Fever 
the  Chadsmoor  ward — total,  3 — for  the  whole  distidct,  as 
against  7 for  the  preceding  year. 

Thii'ty-eight  cases  occurred  in  the  Cannock  ward,  2 Ets'Po'm- 
in  the  Hednesford  ward,  11  in  the  Chadsmoor  ward,  and 
4 in  the  Workhouse — total,  55 — for  the  whole  district,  as 
against  44  notified  in  the  preceding  year. 

There  is  a marked  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  the 
Cannock  ward,  compared  with  the  other  waixis. 

Of  the  38  cases  that  occurred  in  the  Cannock  ward, 

15  occurred  in  Cannock,  16  in  Bi’idgtown,  and  7 in  the 
outlying  portions  of  the  ward.  They  were  all  in  separate 
families,  and  likewise  also  the  cases  notified  in  the  Hed- 
nesford and  Chadsmoor  wai-ds.  Exposure  to  cold  and 
damp  appeal's  to  be  the  main  cause  for  its  production,  and 
there  has  been  no  evidence  of  contagion  or  special  in- 
sanitary surroundings  to  account  for  its  greater'  prevalence 
in  the  Cannock  warxl.  I can  only  attribute  it  to  a greater 
dampness  of  soil  due  to  a freer  admixture  of  clay  and  a 
lower  level. 

The  question  of  pure  water  supply  has  also  engaged  Water  Supply, 
nry  special  attention,  and  I have  had  occasion  to  condemn 
water  supplying  several  houses  in  the  district.  In  one 
important  instance  the  investigation  of  water  supply 
occuiTed  in  connection  -with  a typhoid  fever  case  in  Hawks 
Green,  this  same  water  supplying  as  ^yell  eight  other 
neighbouring  houses ; and  its  quantitative  examination 
convinced  me  of  its  impur  ity,  and  it  was  condemned,  with 
the  result  that  arrangonrents  have  been  made  for  the 
substitution  of  the  pure  water  of  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company. 
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In  another  instance  in  Pye  dreon,  where  18  houses 
are  affected  by  iin])arc  well  watei-s,  it  a]ipears  that  tfie 
extension  of  the  Sontli  Staffoi-dshire  water  inaiTi  from  the 
top  of  Hnidbury  liane  to  this  district  is  not  possilde  on 
account  of  tlie  elevation.  . 

Iinpuro  well  watei’s  have  also  been  condemned  in 
Bridjiftown  and  Gi-een  Heath,  and  pure  water  substituted. 

With  regard  to  additional  water  supply  Wi’  Bhick- 
shaw,  the  Sui'veyor  and  Sanitary  rnspector,  informs  me 
that  for  the  past  year  lUd  yards  of  main  have  been  laid  in 
Penkridge  Road  and  (il  yards  in  Xew  Hall.  Sti-eet, 
Cannock  ; 85  yards  in  Rank  Street  and  tdlO  yards  in 

Cannock  Road,  Heath  Hayes  ; and  860  yards  in  tin'  Old 
Ikillow  Road. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  jiure  water  amounts 
to  135,  as  against  120  for  the  preceding  year. 

Meat  Supply  meat  markets  and  slaughter-houses,  particularly 

those  in  the  Hednesford  district,  have  been  regularly 
visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  although 
some  of  the  meat  su])pb‘ed  to  the  Hednesford  district  is  of 
decidedly  inferior  quality,  still  sufficient  evidence  for  con- 
demnation has  been  wanting. 

On  one  occasion  in  Leacyoft  1 liad  occasion  to  condemn 
the  carcase  of  a cow  as  unfit  for  human  food.  The  lungs 
were  tubercular  and  thei-e  were  tubercular  dejiosits  in  the 
pleural  cavity.  In  this  instance  the  buyer  was  a farnier, 
and,  to  his  credit,  communicated  his  suspicions  to  the 
Sanitary  Insjiector  regarding  the  unhealthy  condition  of 
the  animal,  which  was  slaughtered. 

The  eroctiou  of  a ]niblic  slaughter-house  in  the  Hed- 
nesford district  would  render  the  inspection  of  meat  more 
thorough,  and  would  be  a hygienic  advmntago  to  the 
])ublic. 

Oveirrowdinsf  Twclvc  cuses  of  overcrowding  have  been  repoi-ted  to 

Council,  and  in  two  instances  the  houses  were  con- 
demned as  uidlt  for  habitation. 

There  is  urgent  need  for  moi-e  house  accommodation 
in  this  district.  The  evil  of  overcrowding  is  growing,  ainl 
if  su])]iresscd  in  one  (juarter  it  ri-^es  u]i  in  another.  It 
especially  aggiMvates  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  as 
witness  the  scarlatinal  epidemics  that  visited  us  during 
the  ])ast  two  years.  It  also  undoubtedly  predisposes  to 
chest  disease,  and  helps  mat('inally  to  swell  the  infantile 
mortality  list.  ‘ _ ^ j 


17 


Dui-inw'  tlio  past  year  1 hsi  ve  i-eported  to  you  on  ^ 

1 '*  c ^ c L'  1*  ij^i  •*  UniiurtKC* 

several  cases  ot  detective  dramajre  and  the  nuisances  re- 
sulting from  insanitary  ashjiits  and  middens. 

Ill  two  ca.ses  of  typhoid  fever,  and  one  of  diplitheria,  I 
found  defective  drainage  conditions,  wliicli  were  remedied. 

I have  regularly  visited  the  Sewage  Farm  during  the  Snwnjre^FHnn, 
past  year,  taking  on  each  occasion  samples  of  the ethuents, 
which,  on  examination,  Iiave  shown  on  an  average  a satis- 
factory improvement. 

It  is  ])leasing  to  record  also  that  the  sewerage  of 
Heath  Hayes  has  been  completed,  and  that  the  sewerage 
of  the  other  undrained  jiortioiis  of  the  district  will  be  in 
course  of  completion  this  year. 

!Mr.  J.  T.  Spooner,  the  Vaccination  Officer,  has  kindly  primary 
supplied  me  ivith  a I’eturn,  in  which  the  births  ai-e  stated 
as  850,  the  number  successfully  vaccinated  418,  dead 
unvaccinated  98,  unsuccessfully  vaccinated  I,  and  post- 
poned vaccinations  nil. 

He  also  states  that  the  number  of  children  whose 
parents  have  obtained  exemption  certificates  amounts  to 
18,  and  that  the  number  of  children  whose  ])arents  have 
left  the  district  amounts  to  4. 


The  number  of  children  unvaccinated  amounts  to  821, 
but  the  Vaccination  Officer  states  his  belief  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  this  number  will  be  successfully  vaccinated 
during  the  next  d months,  as  the  nnmber  of  childi-cn 
vaccinated  has  increased  very  rapidly  since  the  new 
Vaccination  Act  has  come  fully  into  o])eration. 

i\lr.  W.  Hlackshaw,  the  Surveyor,  kindly  informs  me  Aaiiiiinnai 
that  the  number  of  new  buildings  erected  during  the  past 
yeai'  amounts  to  llt>,  thus  makiiig  the  total  nund)er  of 
houses  in  the  district  for  the  \e.ir  1898  to  anmunt  to 
4,258. 

1 a])pend  the  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Govcim- 
ment  Hoard  and  the  County  Council,  and  beg  to  remain, 
gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  NOHTHKY  PHILLIPS. 


The  Poplars, 

llednesfovil, 

February  23rd,  1899. 


CANNOCK  URBAN  S 

(A)  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  duriny  the  Year  1898,  in  the  t'annock 
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122 

56 

21 

4 

r- 

1 

19 

15 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

41 

1 

3 

1 

11 

25 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

389 

148 

62 

14 

17 

78 

70 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

4 

(10 


TABLE  OF  POFUt.ATloN, 

the  year 


BIRTHS,  and  of  NEW  GASES  OF  IN 
1898,  in  the  Cannock  Urban  Sanitary  DL 


'T 

■'< 


NAMES  of  LOCALITIES 
adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics  ; 
Public  lustitutions 
beiuK  showu  as  sepa- 
rate localities. 


Population  at  all  Auks. 


New  Cases  of  Sickness  ui  eacli  Locality,  comini 


Cannock  Wai-d 
Hednesford  ,, 
Chadsmoor  ,,  h 


Census 

[Estimated  to 

1891. 

1 middle  of 

1898. 

b i 

i e 

1 

20613 

1 

22O00 

V . 
*"  oC 


S 

X 


O 

X 


X 


j: 


c 

c . 

e §■ 

pC  c 
u 


5 

t ll' 


I 


f- 

r> 


. 


88(i 


Whirkhouse 


Under  5 
0 u]>\vds. 
Under  5 
h upwds 
Under  ') 
5 upwds. 


88 

.54 

17 

25 

36 

46 


U niiei-  .5 
5 upwds. 


OTAI.S 


Under  .5 
!)  upwds. 


91 


125 


Hnmial  IRcport 

. . . OF  TIIK  . . . 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


CANNOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

for  the  year  1899. 


>^4 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

. . For  the  Year  1899  . . 


To  the  Chairman  &f  Members  of  the  Cannock  Rural  District  Council. 


Gkntlemex, 

1 beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  1899  as  to 
Mortality,  Sickness,  and  Sanitary  Work. 

Estimates  of  Population  ; 


Brewood 

Sub-Reg 

istration  District. 

Bushbury... 

2(550 

Dunston  ... 

...  250 

lire  wood  ... 

2490 

Stretton  ... 

...  220 

Penkridge 

2880 

Teddesley  ... 

...  110 

Lapley 

800 

Coppenhall 

...  110 

Acton  and  Bednall 

448 

Feathers  tone 

...  50 

Kinvaston 

20 

Total 

9478. 

Labourers,  I’ailway  men,  and  artisans  in  Electric  Works  in 

Bushbury. 

Cannock  (Rural)  Sub-Registration  District. 


Cbeslyn  Hay 

2850 

Sbareshill  ... 

...  350 

Essington 

1580 

Saredon 

...  270 

Wyrley  

1320 

Huntington 

...  270 

Hatlierton 

500 

Hilton 

...  70 

Total 

• • . 

6660 

Miners,  labourers,  edge  tool 

men,  brickyard 

men. 

Population  for  entire  District 

... 

16,138. 

Births  in 

the  year 

529 

Males,  255.  Females,  274.  General  Birth  Rate,  82  per  1000 

1898 

82 

1895 

32 

1897 

85 

1894 

34 

189(3 

32 

1893 

31 

Cannock 

Brewood 


Birth  Rate 


5) 


88  per  1000 
28  per  1000 


Population. 


Births. 


91 


4 


Deaths. 


Quarterly 

Mortality. 


Age 

Mortality, 


Deaths  in 

the  Year 

• • • 

CO 

Males 

125 

Females 

113 

General  Death  Rate 

• . . 

• • • 

14‘74  per 

1898 

15 

1895 

16 

1897 

15 

1894 

15 

1896 

17 

1893 

17 

Cannock  Death 

Rate 

• « • 

14  per  1000 

Rrewood  ,, 

11 

• • • 

15  per  1000 

Tlie  District  IJeatli  Rate  14'74  may  be  classed  as  satis- 
factory. In  tlie  Rural  Districts  of  Staffordsliire  in  ten 
years  the  rate  has  exceeded  15  on  five  occasions,  16  on 
three  occasions,  and  17  in  two  of  the  years. 


^Mortality  as  to  time  of  year  : — 


Cannock, 

Rrewood. 

1899 

1898  1899 

1898 

Lst  Quarter  ,,,  30 

26 

49 

44 

2nd  „ ,..  22 

29 

28 

38 

3rd  „ ,,,  16 

15 

33 

34 

4th  „ ,.,  26 

21 

34 

36 

94 

91 

144 

152 

Mortality  at  the 

v'arious  ages  : — 

Cannock, 

Rrewood. 

Totals, 

Under  1 year  31 

... 

32 

63 

1 year  to  5 ,.,  12 

• • • 

7 

19 

5 yeai’s  to  15  ...  0 

9 

9 

15  years  to  25  ...  2 

6 

8 

25  years  to  65  ...  26 

38 

64 

Over  65  years  ...  23 

... 

52 

75 

94 

144 

238 

Percentage  of  I’otal  Deaths: — 

Cannock  iMoi-tality  under  1 year 

32 

per  cent. 

Hrewood  „ „ 

22 

per  cent. 

In  1898. 

Cannock  ...  23  per  cent. 

Ri'ewood  ...  17 

per  cent. 

Cannock  ^lortality  (all  death i 

s to  5 

years)  45 

per  cent. 

Rrewood  „ 

„ 27 

])er  cent. 

In  1898. 

Cannock  ...  35  per  cent. 

Rrewood  ...  28 

])cr  cent. 

Iiitiuit  Death  Kate — Entire  Disti’ict. 


1899 

8-90  per  1000. 

189G 

4'8G  per  1000. 

1898 

dOl  „ 

1895 

4-88  „ „ 

1897 

•C91  „ „ 

1894 

-t-1  „ „ 

Infant  rate  i)er  1000  re<risterecl  birtlis  ...  119 

J5  „ „ in  1898  91-4 


Causes  of  Death  in  Infants. 


Zymotic  f Whooping  Cough 

Chinnock. 

1 

(hi uses  7 ( Diarrhma 

0 

Chest  C Bronchitis 

4 

causes  G ( Pneumonia 

1 

Nervous  b Convulsions 

4 

System  < Dentition 

1 

cau.ses  17  (Brain  Disease 

8 

I )el)i  lity 
I )i senses 
2() 


Debility  from  Kirth 
Mara.snuis 
Premature  Kirth 
'babes  ^lesenterica 


Enteritis 


(i 

2 

0 

2 


Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Other  Causes  ...  1 


Brewood. 

1 

5 

1 

0 


1 

1 

4 

8 

4 

2 

1 

0 

2 


;ti 


82 


'I’he  increase  in  the  Infant  Death  Kate  as  comjjared  with 
1898  is  seen  to  arise  mainly  from  “ 'I'he  Nervous  Sy.stem 
Orou]),”  and  hir^ely  also  u])on  “ Debility  ” Di.seases. 
'I'roubles  incidental  to  teething',  eri-ors  in  dieting  and 
geiiei-al  management,  with,  in  many  cases,  unfavourable 
social  environments,  must  largely  accmint  for  this. 


1899 

1898 

1S97 

lt?9G 

Zymotic  Causes  (Infants) 

7 

4 

12 

11 

Chest  ,, 

G 

12 

() 

18 

Nervous  System  Causes 

17 

4 

18 

11 

Infant 

Death  Rate. 


I Year  to  5. 


Over  65  Years 


Parish 
Death  Rates. 


Causes  of  Death  in  t'liildieii — L year  to  5. 

Cannock.  Drewooil. 


^ Scarlet  Fever 
Zymotic  \ 1 )i])litlieria 
(hiuses  il  Menihranous  Cronp 
C Diarrlnea 
^ ( Fiicmnonia 

' (Cr,., 

Xervous  f 
System 
Causes  2 ( 

Fill  ei  iris 
d'lilierciilosis 
Acciilent 
Ot  her  Causes 


.up 

Uraiu  Disease 


1 

0 

o 

0 


0 

0 

D 

0 

1 

I 

1 

1 

D 

1 

0 

•} 


Zymotic  Cau.-es  ( 1 to  5) 
Chest  Causes 
X'ervous  Svslom 


12 

ISPP 

4- 


ISits 

S 

ID 

o 


18it7 

4- 

4- 

o 


Mortalit}'  ovci-  Go  Years — I’erceiitaoe  of  Total  Deaths  ; — 
Cannock  24  ])er  cent  Hrewood  ...  .GG  per  cent. 

In  1S5>S.. 

Cannock  ...  30  ]>ei'  cent.  Hi-ewood  ...  31  pei'  emit. 

]\lortalii'  Rato  over' (Jo  Years  ...  4'G  ]ier  K.HK.) 

In  18!*S.  4‘7.  In  18!)7,  oTl.  In  185>G,  4G. 

Parish  Death  Hate 'I'ahle. 


lla 

ilierton 

G 

Dl. 

iiston 

8 

Co 

• penhall  ... 

0 

Tm 

Idi'sley 

0 

(3: 

. >1011  11  ay 

10 

Fa 

plcy 

13 

H ‘ 

Gihury 

14 

p. 

•vl'idarc 

lo 

v: 

iii;rton 

lo 

ley 

IG 

s:’ 

■leshill 

...  17 

P.r 

"'00(1 

10 

s • 

i ton 

22 

I 

,M  in<rtou  ... 

25 

s 

. don 

29 

Aveifi»;o  Hales  ill  larger  Parishes  from  18P5  to  189!)  (five 

years). 


Cheslyu  Hay 

14  per  1000 

Aetoii  and  Heduall 

,.  14-0  „ 

Lapley 

14 

Matherton 

. 14 

Fssiiiurtou 

. l-> 

W’yrley 

. 15 

Shareshill 

10  „ 

Hu.shluiry 

. 17 

I’eukridge 

17-5 

Hrewood 

. 19 

iMortality 

Inliueiiza 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diarrluea 
I )i|)li  tlieria  ... 
'rv|»lioi(l  Fever 
Frvsi])elns 
Moinliraiioiis  Croup 
Whoojiiiig  Coiigli 


from  Infectious  Disease. 


Cannock. 

Hrewood. 

2 

5 

1 

0 

i 

5 

1 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 . 

1 

1 

8 

15 

Total  for 

1898 

Totals. 

7 

1 

(; 

4 

1 

1 

1 


Iiiferliun.'' 

Diseases 

Mortality. 


•2;l 

21 


‘ Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

1899  1-4  per  1000.  18!)7  1'7  per  1000. 

1898  1-0  „ „ 189(;  l-()  „ 


Distrilmtiou  of  Deaths  (2.4). 

Hushlmrv  7 — Diphtheria  5,  IiiHuen/.a  2. 

Hrewood  5 — Diphthen’a  4,  Typhoid  Fever  1,  liitiueuza  1. 
Kssingtoii  4 — lutlueiiza  2,  Diphtlieria  I,  Scarlet  Fever  1. 
Peukridge  2 — lutlueu/.a.  2. 

Choslvu  iRxy  2 — AVdioojting  Dough  1,  Diarrho  a 1. 

Slretton  1 — Whoo[)iug  Cough  1. 

W'vrley  I — Krysiiielas  1. 

Sarcdon  1 — Membranous  (’roup  1. 


8 


Cieiieial 

Mortality. 


'riie  (ieuefal  Caiisos  of  Deat.li. 


Zymotic  Di.seases 

Cannock. 

8 

Brewood. 

15 

Total 

-2:\ 

Infantile  Diseases 

...  17 

It; 

:V< 

C Bronchitis 

10 

10 

•JO 

Chest 

Bnenmoniii 

8 

7 

15 

Di.seases  -- 

Bhthisis 

1 

9 

10 

Croup 

1 

1 

0 

1 

49 

liaryiifritis 

0 

1 

Bleiirisy 

0 

1 

1 

Diver  Diseases 

1 

4 

T) 

Kidney  Diseases 

0 

4 

r* 

/ 

Heitrt  Disea.ses 

p" 

/ 

17 

J4 

Brain  Disettses 

8 

id 

J1 

(hvncer 

• • • 

7 

5 

IJ 

(h)nvnlsions  ... 

4 

r* 

/ 

11 

Accident 

7 

4 

11 

Old  Ao-e 

7 

19 

F))ilep.sy 

. . . 

0 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

o 

All  Other 

Diseases 

4 

10 

JO 

94 

144 

Jd-^ 

Sickness. 


School 

Closure-. 


Respiratory  Death  Hate  ...  S’Oi?  ])er  1000. 


In  1898 

4' 19  ]ier  1000. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness. 

1899. 

1898. 

.Membranous  (h'onp 

1 

.d 

Scarlet  Fever 

80 

J18 

Diphtheria 

8 

% 

11 

'rv])hoid  Fever 

5 

7 

Fry  si  pel  as 

do 

d8 

.Measles 

75 

50 

Whoopintr  Cono;h 

150 

100 

Diarrluea 

00 

50 

Intlnenza 

J50 

1.50 

Recjistered  Cases  of  Xotifiahle  Diseases  ...  1-4-. 

.Vveraire  Number  ]ier  tiiiimm  in  10  years  ...  lO'i. 

Closure  of  Seliools  advised. 

Coven  ...  4'y|)hoid  and  Diphtlieriii. 

Dnnston  ...  Scarlet  Fever. 

Bishops  wood  Di|it  hinia. 


9 


1899 


Causes  of  llncoi’tifiecl  Deaths. 


I’remature  iJirth,  2 
Convulsions,  2 
Croup,  1 

Debility  from  Birth,  1 


Kssiu^ton,  Br-ewooil. 
Browood,  Huntington. 
Penkridge. 

Saredou. 


Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

...  2-5.  1898  ...  205.  1897  ...  2-8. 


Vaccination. 

Taken  altogether  the  new  Act  has  worked  satisfactorily, 
a greater  portion  of  the  infant  population  undergoing  the 
opei’ation.  This  is  due  to  systematic  home  visitation  by 
the  Vaccination  Officers,  and  by  the  use  of  Calf  Lym})h. 
There  is  found  to  be  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  a 
satisfactory  number  of  vesicles.  Still,  one  mark  is  better 
than  none  at  all,  and  re-vaccination  latei*  in  life  is 
desirable  to  meet  this. 

Typhoid  Fever  in  the  District. 

Cases  ...  5 Deaths  ...  1 

Houses  infected  ...  4 

4 ca.ses  in  Brewood  ...  1 in  Bushbury 

3 cases  removed  to  Wolverhampton  Hospital. 

In  one  case  at  Coven  the  water  was  analysed  and  con- 
demned. In  two  other  cases,  1 reported  in  l\Iay,  1898, 
upon  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  cottages,  lack  of 
drainage,  defective  structui  al  conditions,  and  the  proximity 
of  a pigstye. 

In  a fatal  case  in  Stafford  Street,  Bi-ewood,  I i-eported 
to  the  Council  in  November  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  a 
complete  system  of  sewerage,  not  only  in  this  street,  but 
for  the  entire  village.  The  existing  arrangements  are 
most  imperfect ; the  ])i{)es  are  utterly  inadequate  and 
structurally  defective ; the  connections  are  practically 
neglected  ; and  it  will  become  necessary  to  check  any 
pollution  of  neighbouring  streams.  The  Death  Rate  of 
Brewood  has  been  conclusively  ])roved  to  be  far  higher 
than  the  normal  Rural  Rate,  and  I advise  the  Council 
strongly  to  adopt  a thorough  and  efficient  sewage  .system 
for  this  distinct. 


Unrertified 

Deaths. 


Vaccination. 


Typhoid 

Fever. 


Brewood 

Sewerage. 
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I^iphtheria. 


I)i])lit]ipria  iti  tlio  DisO-icf. 
(Ws  ...  H In  180S 

Deaths  ...  4 ,, 

ft 

Hou.ses  infected  6 ,, 


11 


8 


ilrewuoil,  t)  Stretton,  1 


I'lssinj^ton,  1 


The  two  notable  outbreaks  were  in  Coven  and  Bishops 
Wood.  At  Coven  I })resented  a report  in  February  on  the 
school  di-ainage  ; sewage  running  into  the  brook;  the 
children  having  no  proj)er  water  supply  ; and  in  (li-inking 
from  the  bi'ook  incurring  serious  danger.  In  one  of  the 
cottages  the  watej-  was  analysed  and  condemned,  and 
fumigation,  disinfection,  and  destruction  of  bedding,  was 
thoroughly  cariaed  out.  At  Bishops  Wood  we  liad 
foT‘tunately  an  ideal  position  of  isolation,  and  by  prompt 
action  we  wei-e  able  to  localise  the  disease.  The  drainage 
was  bad  ; the  water,  suspicious.  1 visited  these  cases, 
and  can  testify  to  the  efficient  and  vigm-ous  action  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Scarlet  P'ever.  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  District. 


Cases 

. . . 

80  In 

1898 

218 

Deaths 

. . . 

1 

M 

8 

Houses  i 

nfected 

41 

109 

Penkridge 

...  2() 

Wyrley  . 

..  9 

Brewood  ., 

..  8 

Dunston 

..  14 

Lajiley 

5 

BedTiall 

,.  8 

Cheslyn  Hay 

12 

Bushbui'y.. 

5 

Fssington  .. 

1 

Shareshill 

..  1 

Hilton 

..  1 

Total  ... 

80 

I reported  in  July  on  insanitary  property  in  Dunston, 
whert!  sevei'al  cases  occurred.  Fach  initial  outbreak  has 
been  investigated  by  the  lns)>ector  and  myself,  with  j)ro- 
vision  of  disinfectants,  fumigating,  and  attention  to  all 
nuisances.  'Phe  Council  will  shortly  be  asked  t^i 
seriously  consider  the  ipiestion  of  Ilos])ital  Isolation,  either 
for  the  requirements  of  the  Distriet  itself,  or  in  eo-oj)era- 
tion  with  neighbouring  Councils.  1 shall  submittothe 
Council  the  reasons  for  such,  the  kind  of  provisioiMieeded, 
and  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  therefrom. 


11 

1 cun  suy  little  us  to  pi-u^cess  on  the  (juestiou  of  Water 
Sui)i)ly,  notably  in  Wyrley  and  Cheslyn  Hay.  Sanitaiy 
Engineers  are  working  at  it,  and  Companies  have  been 
appi'oached.  One  thing  is  evident,  if  buildings  are  to  be 
])ut  uj),  and  such  are  .sadly  needed,  the  Parish  Councils 
must  force  on  this  (piestion  of  Water.  I’ublic  interests, 
apart  from  liygienie,  will  materially  suffer,  if  a ])ublic 
su})ply  of  water  is  not  speedily  forthcoming. 

Sanitary  Work  of  the  Year. 

(1)  lnc*rpoi'ated  provi.sions  of  the  Town  Police  Clauses 
Act,  1847,  as  to  Fires,  contained  in  Seedion  171  of  tlie 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  be  in  force  in  Hilton. 

(2)  Powers,  under  Section  157  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  to  make  Pye- Laws  for  new  stt  eets  and  buildings 
in  Huntington. 

(3)  Powers,  under  Section  23  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  to  make  Bye-Laws  for  flush- 
ing watei'  closets,  structure  ()f  floors,  hearths,  and  staii’- 
cases,  and  height  of  rooms  used  as  human  habitations, 
])aving  of  yards,  and  open  spaces  in  connection  with 
dwelling  houses,  and  [)rovisions  of  secondary  means  of 
access  for  removal  of  house  refuse,  etc.,  in  ca.ses  of  new 
streets  ior  parishes  of  Bushbury  and  Huntington. 

(4)  Powers  of  Section  25  (unhealthy  sites)  and  Section 
33  (buildings  described  in  deposited  plans,  otherwise  tluin 
dwelling  houses,  not  to  be  used  as  such)  to  be  in  force  in 
BushUury  and  Huntington. 

Heath  Town  Sewerage. 

In  November  1 presented  a Rejxnt  on  the  Heath  I'own 
Sewerage  Farm  at  Coven  Heath. 

In  the  two  settling  tanks  there  was  no  chemical  treat- 
ment of  sewage,  and  no  proper  precii)itation.  The  manholes 
were  cheked  with  sewage,  pipes  broken,  and  sewage  leak- 
ing into  ditches,  d'here  ai)peared  to  be  no  systematic 
insijection  or  supervision.  The  smells  in  the  vicinity  wei-e 
most  offensive,  and  1 advised  the  Council  to  insist  on  the 
immediate  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

Further  details  of  Sanitaiy  Work  will  be  added  to  this 
Report,  and  1 enclose  the  usual  Schedules  i)rovided  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Youi’s  resi)ectfully, 

W.M.  HOSEGUCI),  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Water 

Supply. 


Additional 
Powers  con- 
ferred upon 
the  Council. 


Heath  Town 
Sewerage. 


Sanitary 

Work. 
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ADDENDUM  TO  ANNUAL  REPORT 

SANITARY  WORK  IN  THE  YEAR. 

IIKEWOOP. 

Tlie  Lmlginf,'  llousc.s  liave  been  ref'ulaily  insjiecterl  and  ke])t. niucli 
cleaner.  The  Ashjiite  and  Clo.sets  liave  been  very  irref^nlarly  eni])tied, 
and  llie  contents  liave  often  been  .seen  in  the  streets  in  the  middle  ot 
the  day.  One  case  of  Filth  and  Overcrowdin',' ha.s  been  dealt  with,  and 
the  family  left  the  district.  The  Ikkeliouse.s  and  Slangliter  Houses 
have  been  rcffidarly  vi.sitcd,  and  may  be  considered  .satisfactory. 

msiimiiY. 

The  Sewer  near  the  ^’iaduct  is  nn.salisfactory,  often  cau.sin^t  a 
nui.sancc.  The  owner’s  attention  has  been  called  to  the  .same.  Tlie 
Sewaf'e  Tanks  belon''inf,'  to  Heath  Town  have  caused  grave  nui.saiK'cs 
tlirougb  inattention.  The  Council’s  attention  lia.s  been  drawn  to  the 
same,  and  they  jiromi.se  to  jirevent  an}’ cause  forcomjdaint  in  the  future. 
The  In.sjiector  is  endeavouring  to  formulate  a Scheme  nl  Scweiagc  at 
“The  Scotlands,”  where  the  cxi.sting  arrangement-'  are  unsatisfactory. 
Cases  of  OvereriAvding,  keejiing  of  jiigs  causing  Kui.-anee.s,  and  other 
Nuisances  have  been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  there  has  ben 
Systematic  In.sjieetion  of  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter  Hou.ses. 

Clll'-SI.Y.S'  n.\Y. 

Several  cases  of  Overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with.  A regular 
.system  of  Emjitying  of  Ashjiits  is  neee.ssary  ; the  existing  arrangements 
work  most  unsatisfactorily.  Hill  Street  and  Hatherton  Street  have  no 
means  of  Drainage  whatever,  and  .serious  ditheidtie.s  have  arisen  over 
the  Non-Provision  of  Water  for  new  hou.ses. 

m-NSTON. 

The  whole  of  the  Pari.sh  was  insja  eted  after  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  Several  ease.s  of  Overcrowding  rejiorted.  Three  houses  abso- 
lutely condemned.  Several  Nuisances  abated. 

rtSSINuTOX. 

The  Ashjiits  and  Clo.sets  have  received  better  attention.  Several 
Nuisances  liave  been  rejiorted  and  abated. 

n.VTlIKUTOK. 

Four  Nui.sanccs  have  been  dealt  with.  The  Drainage  at  the  “ Dog 
and  Partridge  ” being  in  a veiy  un.satisfactory  state,  has  been  tlmronghly 
re-organised  and  re-laid,  and  is  now  satisfaetor}'. 

I’ENKuinc;!-:. 

A great  deal  of  attention  has  been  jmid  to  various  insanitary  hou.se.s, 
and  much  remains  to  be  ilone,  in  whicli  legal  jiroceedings  will  become 
neec.-sary.  Six  ca.ses  of  Overcrowding  have  been  rejiorted,  seven  houses 
in  a filthy  state,  and  .rix  other  Nui.'-ances.  Slaughter  Houses  and  Bake- 
houses satisfactory.  Proceedings  taken  in  a ca.se  of  bad  fish  unlit  for  food. 

WIIKATON  ASTON  (I.AVI.KY). 

The  Drainage  is  inadeijuate  and  juimUive,  and  is  being  taken  in 
baud  by  the  Insjiector.  One  eomjilaint  has  been  made  again.st  a Bako- 
liou.se,  and  also  against  a Slaughter  House.  These  defects  have  been 
remedied.  Four  eases  of  Overcrowding  rejiorted  and  abated,  and  various 
other  Nuisauees. 

or.KAT  WYT.l.KY. 

The  Sewage  in  the  ^\'al.sall  Koad  runs  'lown  an  ojien  ditedi.  A 
Sewerage  Scheme  will  be  reijuired  here,  and  is  being  considered.  Re"u. 
lar  Ashjiit  Kmjitying  is  nece.s.sary  in  this  district.  7'hree  en.-ies  of 
Overcrowding  rejiorted. 

I have  jileasure  in  testifying  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  your 
Insjiector,  who  has  always  readily  resjionded  to  my  rei|Uests,  and  has 
been  most  ai  live  in  investigating  in.sjinitar\  jirojierty,  and  in  assistin'' 
to  cheek  the  jiiogress  ol  infection.-'  disea.-c. 
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NAMES  OF  LOCALITIES 
adopted  for  tho  pui-pose 
of  these  Statistics  ; 
Public  Institutions 
being shotvn  nssepaiate 
localities. 


Porpr.ATioy  at  am-  Ages, 


Cannock  (Rural) 

Brewood 
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District. 
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—Typhoid  Cases  specified  sent  to 
Wolverhampton  Hospital. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  1899 


IDISTT?,ICT  OIF  O^TTlSrOCIK:- 


B.  Xew  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  tlie  knowleage  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1899,  enumerating  the  Numhor  id' 
Houses  Infected,  the  Total  Number  of  Deaths,  also  the  Number  of  Cases  Treated  and  the  Deaths  that  occurred  in  Infectious  Hospitals. 
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Total  Deaths  reported  among  persons 
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Case.«  treated  in  Hospital  among  persons 
belonging  to  District 
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5 & upwds 
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1 

Deaths  occurring  in  Hos]jital  among 
persons  belonging  to  District 

Under  5 

5 & upwds 

1 

Is  “Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases”  Compulsory  in  the  District  1 
Is  Measles  incluJed  among  the  Diseases  notified  ? 
Is  "Whooping  Cough  „ ,,  „ 1 

Is  an  Isolation  Hospital  available  for  the  District  1 
Area  of  District  in  Acres  ? 


Yes.  Since  when?  December,  1889. 
No. 

No. 

No  ; save  for  Smallpox. 

55,222. 


Signed,  W.  HOSEGOOD,  M.B..  M.O.H. 


ANNUAL  UEPOUT  OF  TllF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1899 


Rura!  District  of  Cannock. 
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Deaths  registered  during  the  year  1899,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities  ; 


sliowing  also  the  Population  of  such  Localities  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  year. 
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Deaths  occurring  outside  the  District  among  persons  belonging  thereto  which  may 


be  added  to  the  above 


in  estimating  the  rate  of  mortality  (Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever,  upwds.  5 yrs.)...  1. 


Deaths  occurring  within  the  Distiict  among  persons  not  belonging  thereti) 


witich  may  be  deducted 


from  the  above  totals  in  estimating  the  rate  of  mortality 

Syned,  W.  HOSEGOOD,  M.B.,  M.O.H. 


